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from Crisis , v . 78 , no. 3, whole no. 681, Apri l - May, 1971. 
MARY ANN SHADD: 
Crusader for the Freedom of Man 
. By CLIFTON H. JOHNSON 
PRIOR to the Civil War, the province of Can-ada West, now Ontario, served as a haven not only for runaway slaves but also for free 
Negroes who sought refuge frorri the threat of kid-
napping under the infamous Fugitive Slave Law of 
1850. Among these refugees was the family of 
Ab.raham D. Shadd, a free Negro, who had previ-
ously migrated from the slave state of Delaware to 
Pennsylvania so that his children might receive an 
education in Quaker schools. Mary Ann, the eldest 
of the thirteen children of Abraham and Harriet 
Shadd, became a teacher and conducted schools for 
Negroes in West Chester and Norristown, Penn-
sylvania, and in New York City. She and her broth-
er Isaac, who was later to become a member of the 
Mississippi State Legislature, preceded the fami ly 
move to Canada. Apparently, Miss Shadd had not 
migrated because of fear for her own safety but 
because she felt there was a need for her services 
among the refugees. She opened a school in Wind-
sor in 1851. She was so pleased with conditions in 
Canada that she wrote a pamphlet, "Notes on 
Canada," urging other Negroes to migrate to the 
land of equal laws and equal rights. Her family 
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moved from Pennsylvania to Chatham in 1853. __ 
Mary Shadd's school at Windsor was sustained 
by the American Missionary Association until the 
teacher's independent spirit led to differences be-
tween her and the Association and support was dis-
continued in 1853. Regarded by h~·r own family as 
a rebel, Mary Shadd let neither her race nor her 
sex deter her efforts to gain equal rights for all 
men. Convinced that Henry Bibb, the Negro editor 
of The Voice of the Fugitive, did not accurately 
present the conditions of life and aspirations of 
the Canadian refugees, she established, in 1854, the 
Provincial Freeman, the first newspaper in North 
America edited by a Negro woman. That this pa-
per continued for five years is indicative not only 
of Miss Shadd's journalistic talent but also of her 
business acumen. Few Negro-edited newspapers of 
the ante-belluum period were able to survive for 
more than a few issues. 
Through the columns of the Provincial Free-
man, Miss Shadd vigorously attacked the institu-
tion of slavery and its sympathizers, North and 
South, and criticized abolitionists who supported 
. caste legislation and institutions in their midst. She 
_endeavor~d to induce other Negroes to leave 
"Yankeedom" and its "disfranchisement and op-
pression" ,to settle in Canada, "a .land of impartial 
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laws and a constitution having no distinctions of might be justification for such institutions in the 
color.'' But the primary purpose of the Provincial United States there was no excuse for their per-
Free,11an was to n1ake known the progress of the petuation in Canada. She opened her own school to 
Negro in Canada and thus refute the pro-slavery all and reported that her students included "chil-
argun1ents of his unfitness to live in freedom. dren of all complexions from (in appearance) pure 
With the motto "Self Reliance Is the True Road African to Caucasian." Prior to leaving the United 
to Independence" on her masthead, Miss Shadd States she had joined the African Methodist Epis-
relentlessly attacked the "begging agents," Negroes co pal Church, but she refused to fellowship with 
and whites, institutions and individuals, whom she churches of that demonimation in Canada because 
. charged with misrepresenting conditions among the of their "exclusive" practices. 
refugees and with hijacking for their own pockets Mary Ann Shadd was often the center of contro-
the funds solicited under their false claims from versy because of her outspokenness and her " unlady-
abolitionists in the United States. She maintained like" behavior, such as giving public lectures and 
that the refugee settlers were perfectly able to care writing for newspapers. And she was not one to shun 
for themselves, and needed no help except in sup- controversy if necessary to promote her cause. How-
porting schools and churches. · ever, she did not hold grudges and allow past dif-
While the all-consuming passion of Mary Ann ferences to interfere with issues at hand. Having 
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~·· ·· Shadd was to improve the ·tot ·of those who Jiacr=- forsaken and vigorously criticized the United States, --·-·--· , .• 
suffered from the oppression of slavery and racism, · she returned to her native land during the Civil 
i;. .• she opposed any distinctions made by them or oth- War and took a commission from Governor Levi 
1 
ers based on race. She objected to the use of the P . Morton of Indiana to enlist Negroes in the Un.-
terms "Negro" and "black" as being false distinc- ion Army. She had already made peace with the 
tions and preferred "colored people" or "colored American Missionary Association, and in 1858 
persons"-she often used "complexional differ- successfully appealed for the Association's support 
ences" as more accurately descriptive of Americans of a school taught by her sister-in-law in Chatham. 
of African descent. She unrelentlessly attacked ef- In 1871 she was teaching in the Association's Lin-
forts in Canada to establish segregated communi- coin · Industrial School in Washington, D.C. The 
ties, schools and churches, even those voluntarily Rrevious ~r she had been awarded a law degree W'l ~ 
initiated by Negroes. She argued that while there by Howard University. • 1~i3~ 
I i.,I . I £ 0 ---'-'I ~ h ~ I 10/11 I 
SA VE THE CRISIS CAMPAIGN 
Early response to the SA YE THE CRISIS Campaign has been hopeful but 
not overwhelming. The initial response came chiefly from Board members and 
staff who received the text of Bishop Stephen G. Spottswood's appeal prior to 
publication of the March issue in which our financial situation was brought to the 
attention . of the entire readership of our magazine. 
As of the first week of April, 50 readers had sent in a total of $1,500. Leading 
the contributions was the gift of $500 from President and Mrs. Kivie Kaplan. Con-
tributions of $100 were received frotn the .following: Colley & McGhee, Esqs., 
Samuel A. Williams and Henry Lee Moon. 
The campaign has received the editorial support of the Post-Tribune, a Gary, 
Indi ana, daily, and of the Black Dispatch, an Oklahoma City weekly. The need 
for funds remains urgent and the campaign will continue. In forthcoming editions 
we will list all contributors. If you have not already responded to this plea for fi-
nancial assistance, please do so as soon as possible. Make checks or money orders 
payable to The Crisis Publishing Company. Thanks. 
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